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Then	I	had	a	thought.	Just	maybe	it	would	be	a	good	idea	to	turn	to	

those	who	not	too	long	ago	were	in	the	same	seats	you	now	occupy	–graduates	

from	the	University	of	Tampa.	Maybe	they	could	share	some	relevant,	helpful	

insights	as	you	take	your	first	steps	out	into	the	world	as	UT	alums.		So	I	gave	

myself	an	assignment	over	this	past	summer.	I	reached	out	to	more	than	sixty	

graduates	with	whom	I	have	had	the	pleasure	of	maintaining	contact	and	

asked	them	simply	this:	what	lessons	have	you	learned	that	you	could	share	

with	your	soon	to	be	peers?	And	what	do	you	know	now	that	you	wish	you	

knew	then?	Yes,	I	crowd	sourced	this	address.	I	received	a	flood	of	responses,	

and	even	though	some	wondered	if	they	would	have	been	receptive	to	this	

kind	of	advice	when	they	were	graduating,	they	all	thought	it	a	worthwhile	

exercise.	

Through	the	intervening	months	as	I	collated	the	responses	I	

recognized	that	there	were	some	recurring	themes	and	it	is	these	I	have	

organized	into	this	address,	which	I	am	calling:	Four	Lessons	From	Your	

Future.	

Not	surprisingly,	many	of	the	respondents	talked	about	practical	

matters	relating	to	issues	that	you,	and	certainly	your	folks,	find	near	and	

dear:	work	and	money.	And	I’m	here	to	deliver	the	news	that	most	of	what	

your	parents,	mentors	and	teachers	have	been	telling	you	is	actually	true.	You	

need	to	be	personally	responsible.	You	need	to	show	up	early	and	be	ready;	

appearances	DO	count,	so	
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Many	of	your	bosses	are	not	going	to	be	nice.	They’ll	be	slow	to	praise	
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And	you’ll	be	surprised	to	learn	that	those	to	whom	you	DO	listen	will	

be	not	only	impressed	but	flattered.	And	then	John	in	Washington	reminds	

you	to:	“always	express	your	thanks	and	gratitude	to	those	who	have	helped	

you	in	any	way,	shape	or	form.”		

And	be	responsible	to	your	future	self.		That’s	a	lesson	stressed	by	the	

older	alums.	Because,	God	willing,	you	will	all	one	day	become	older	alums,	

closer	to	the	end	of	a	working	life	than	to	a	beginning.	This	is	one	of	those	

critical	“I	really	wish	I	knew	then”	moments,	so	listen	up.	
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There	are	those	of	you	who	believe	you	know	exactly	where	you	are	

headed	and	you’re	eager	to	find	that	perfect	opportunity.	Lauren	got	caught	

up	in	that	and	she	warns	that	there	are	no	“perfect	opportunities,”	there	are	

just	opportunities,	and	when	they	don’t	work	out	the	way	you	imagined,	then	

move	on	and	take	the	next	one,	and	the	one	after	that.		

Take	the	pressure	off	yourself.	Be	patient.	

And	keep	realistic	expectations.	
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…	these	efforts	will	mean	more	to	the	people	who	will	benefit	from	them	than	
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Carlin	quotes	Martin	Luther	King:	Hate	cannot	drive	out	hate,	only	love	

can	do	that.	Darkness	cannot	drive	out	darkness,	only	light	can	do	that.	So	

please,	she	asks	of	you…	work	to	be	the	light.	

And	that	is	lesson	number	four:	be	the	light.	

So	your	fellow	alums	urge	you	to	be	responsible	(to	and	for	yourself);	

be	patient,	be	balanced	and	be	the	light.	

I,	and	your	peers,	hope	this	has	been	helpful.	

I,	and	your	peers,	wish	you,	the	graduating	class	of	2017,	all	the	best.	


